Exodus 32:1-14 NIV
The Golden Calf

32 When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming
down from the mountain, they gathered around Aaron and
said, "Come, make us gods® who will go before us. As for this
fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don't know
what has happened to him.”

2 Aaron answered them, “Take off the gold earrings that your
wives, your sons and your daughters are wearing, and bring
them to me.” 3 So all the people took off their earrings and
brought them to Aaron. 4 He took what they handed him and
made it into an idol cast in the shape of a calf, fashioning it
with a tool. Then they said, “These are your gods,™ Israel, who
brought you up out of Egypt.”

> When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and
announced, “Tomorrow there will be a festival to

the LORD.” © So the next day the people rose early and
sacrificed burnt offerings and presented fellowship

offerings. Afterward they sat down to eat and drink and got up
to indulge in revelry.

" Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, because your
people, whom you brought up out of Egypt, have become
corrupt. 8 They have been quick to turn away from what |
commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast in
the shape of a calf. They have bowed down to it and
sacrificed to it and have said, 'These are your gods, Israel, who
brought you up out of Egypt.’

9“| have seen these people,” the LORD said to Moses, “and they
are a stiff-necked people. 1 Now leave me alone so that my
anger may burn against them and that | may destroy them.
Then | will make you into a great nation.”

" But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God. “LORD," he
said, “why should your anger burn against your people, whom
you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty
hand? 1> Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent
that he brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to

wipe them off the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce
anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your

people. ¥ Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel,
to whom you swore by your own self: 'l will make your
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and | will give
your descendants all this land | promised them, and it will be
their inheritance forever.” 1 Then the LORD relented and did
not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened.

Philippians 4:1-9 (NIV
Closing Appeal for Steadfastness and Unity

4 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you whom | love and
long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way,
dear friends!

2| plead with Euodia and | plead with Syntyche to be of the
same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and | ask you, my true
companion, help these women since they have contended at
my side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement and
the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of
life.

Final Exhortations

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again: Rejoice! ® Let
your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. ® Do not be
anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to

God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is
noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or
praiseworthy—think about such things. ® Whatever you have
learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it
into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.

Matthew 22:1-14 (NIV)
The Parable of the Wedding Banquet

22 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2“The
kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding
banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those who had
been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they
refused to come.

4"Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who
have been invited that | have prepared my dinner: My oxen
and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is
ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’

> "But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field,

another to his business.  The rest seized his servants,
mistreated them and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He
sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their
city.

8 "Then he said to his servants, 'The wedding banquet is ready,
but those | invited did not deserve to come. ? So go to the
street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you

find.' 19 So the servants went out into the streets and gathered
all the people they could find, the bad as well as the

good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.

11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a
man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 2 He asked,
'How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?’
The man was speechless.

13“Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot,
and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2032%3A1-14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-2440a
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LAMENT AND LONGING FOR HEALING
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1 I want Je - sus to  walk with me;
2 In my tri - als Lord, walk with  me;
3 When I'm in trou - ble, Lord, walk with me; -
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I want Je - sus to  walk with me;
in my i - als Lord, walk with me;

Lord, walk with me;
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all  a - long my pil - grim jour - ney,
when my heart s al -  most break - ing,
when my head is bowed in SOr - row,
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Lord, I want Je - sus © to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, 1 want Je - sus to walk with me.
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The two equal phrases in each line suggest that this African American spiritual shares some characteristics of
work or field songs that were used to coordinate the efforts of slaves involved in tasks (road clearing, diteh
digging, etc.) that needed combined rhythmic strokes.

WALK WITH ME

TEXT: African American spiritual
8.8.8.9

MUSIC: African American spiritual; arr. Nolan Williams Jr,, 2000
Music Arr, © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc.

LIVING AND DYING IN CHRIST

There Is a Place of Quiet Rest 824

| Near to the Heart of God
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1 There is  a place of qui - et rest, near to the heart of God,

2. There is a place of com-fort sweet,near to the heart of God,
3 There is a place of full re - lease, near to the heart of God,
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a place where sin can-not mo -lest, near to the heart of God. .
a plac._e where we our Sav - ior meet, near to the heart of God.
a place where all is joy and peace, near to the heart of God.
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hold wus; who wait be - fore thee, near to the heart of God.
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GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

291  Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness
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wind, wind on  the sea
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1 You moved on the wa - ters;  you called to  the
2 You swept through the des -  ert; you stung with = the
3 You sang in a sta - ble; you cried from a
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3 wake from  your slum - bers and
spoke through your  proph - ets to
blew through your peo - ple on the
bold new de - - sions your
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rush of  the wind.
peo - ple a - rise.
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