Exodus 3:1-15 (NIV)

Moses and the Burning Bush

3 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law,
the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the
wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the
angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a
bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn
up. 3So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange
sight—why the bush does not burn up.” * When the LORD saw
that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the
bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here [ am.” 5“Do not
come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place
where you are standing is holy ground.” ¢ Then he said, “I am the
God of your father[2 the God of Abraham, the God of [saac and
the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was
afraid to look at God. 7 The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the
misery of my people in Egypt. | have heard them crying out
because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their
suffering. 8 So | have come down to rescue them from the hand of
the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good
and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the
home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites,
Hivites and Jebusites.  And now the cry of the Israelites has
reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are
oppressing them. 10So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to
bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses said to
God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the
Israelites out of Egypt?” 12 And God said, “I will be with you. And
this will be the sign to you that it is  who have sent you: When
you have brought the people out of Egypt, youlb! will worship
God on this mountain.” 13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the
[sraelites and say to them, “The God of your fathers has sent me
to you,” and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I
tell them?” 14 God said to Moses, “I AM wHO | AM.[¢] This is what
you are to say to the Israelites: ‘1 AM has sent me to you.”” 1> God
also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, “The Lorb,d]l the God of
your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God
of Jacob—has sent me to you.’

“This is my name forever,
the name you shall call me
from generation to generation. “

Romans 12:9-21 (NIV)

Love in Action

9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling
to what is good. 19 Be devoted to one another in
love. Honor one another above your-

selves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your
spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in
hope, patient in affliction, faithful in pray-

er. 13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in
need. Practice hospitality.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do
not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice;
mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in
harmony with one another. Do not be proud,
but be willing to associate with people of low
position.[2l Do not be conceited.

17Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to
do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 181f it is
possible, as far as it depends on you, live at
peace with everyone. 1° Do not take

revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for
God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to
avenge; [ will repay,”lbl says the Lord. 200n the
contrary:

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his
head.”ld]

21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil
with good.

Matthew 16:21-28 (NIV)

Jesus Predicts His Death

21From that time on Jesus began to explain to his
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer
many things at the hands of the elders, the chief
priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must
be killed and on the third day be raised to life.

22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.
“Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to
you!”

23]Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me,
Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not
have in mind the concerns of God, but merely
human concerns.”

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants
to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up
their cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to
save their lifelal will lose it, but whoever loses their
life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for
someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their
soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their
soul? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his
Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will
reward each person according to what they have
done.

28“Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will
not taste death before they see the Son of Man
coming in his kingdom.”
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For the Beauty of the Earth
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of the earth, for the glo-ry of the skies,
of each hour of the day and of the night
the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
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for the love which from our birth o-ver and a-round us lies:
hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon, and stars  of light:
fqr the mys - tic har-mo - ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on earth, and friends a - bove, for all gen-tle thoughts and mild:
for that great, great love of thine, peace on earth and joy  in heaven:
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‘Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grate-ful praise.

In the course of many revisions, the original eucharistic emphasis of this text has shifted to a hymn of
tharlksgzv?ng for a wide range of human experience, with a Christological summation, It is set here to the
tune that is customary in North America, though not elsewhere.

TEXT: Folliott Sandford Pierpoint, 1864, alt.
MUSIC:-Conrad Kocher, 1838; abr. William Henry Monk, 1861; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906
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Will You Let Me Be Your Servant /27

The Servant Song
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1,6 Will you let me be your  ser - vant, let me
2 We are  pil - grims  on a jour - ney; were to -
31 will hold the  Christ-light for ' you in the
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be as Christ to  you? Pray that I may have the
geth - er on the road. We are here to help each-
night - time of  your fear I will hold my hand - out
laugh TI'll laugh with you. I  will share your joy and
find such har - mo - ny, born of all we've known to -
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grace to let -you be my ser - vant too.
oth - er walk the mile and  bear the load.
to you, speak the peace you  long to  hear
-sor - row till we've seen: this jour - ney through.
geth - er  of Christ's love and ag - o - ny
: (repeat stanza 1)
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The opening and closing stanza expresses the essence of this folk-style song about the mutuality of servant
ministry: those who serve must also be willing to be served. This is what Christ intended when he
commanded the disciples to “wash one another’s feet” {John 13:14}.

TEXT: Richard Gillar, 1977, alt.
MUSIC: Richard Gillard, 1977; arr. Betty Puikingham
Text and Music © 1977 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing

THE SERVANT SONG
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O -for a world where ev-ery - one re-spects each oth-er’s ways,
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a world where goods are shared and mis - er - y
3 We wel-come one world fam -i - ly
4 The poor are rich; the weak are strong; the fool-ish ones are wise.
for a world pre - par-ing for "God’'s glo-rious reign of peace,
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where love
where truth is

o-pens us to

all who mourn: out-casts be - long,
where time and tears will be no more,

is lived and all is

done
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with jus - tice and with praise.
a - chieved.
and gives our vi-sion voice.

who per-ish-es will rise.
and all but love will cease.
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: E\v;erything ]oﬁged for in this text is a reminder of how far our present world is from what God wants. Yet
this is not just wishful thinking; it is a call to action, a summons to participate in the fulfillment of God’s
. desire for all earth’s people to live in radical shalom.

TEXT: Miriam Therese Winter, 1987
MUSIC: Carl Gotthelf Gléser, 1828; arr. Lowell Mascn, 1839
Text © 1990 Medical Mission Sisters
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