Genesis 28:10-19 (NIV)
Jacob’s Dream at Bethel

10 Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Harran. 11 When he
reached a certain place, he stopped for the night because the
sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his
head and lay down to sleep. 12He had a dream in which he saw
a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to
heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending
on it. 13 There above itlal stood the LORD, and he said: “I am

the LoRrbD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of
Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the land on which
you are lying. 14 Your descendants will be like the dust of the
earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to
the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed
through you and your offspring.lb! 15] am with you and will
watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to
this land. [ will not leave you until [ have done what [ have
promised you.”

16 When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely

the LORD is in this place, and I was not aware of it.” 17 He was
afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none
other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.”

18 Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed
under his head and set it up as a pillar and poured oil on top of
it. 19 He called that place Bethel, <l though the city used to be
called Luz.

Romans 8: 12-25 (NIV)

12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an
obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according to
it. 13 For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but
if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the

body, you will live.14 For those who are led by the Spirit of
God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you received
does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear

again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your
adoption to sonship.l2l And by him we cry, “Abba,

[b] Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our

spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are
children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs
with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order
that we may also share in his glory.

Present Suffering and Future Glory

18] consider that our present sufferings are not worth
comparing with the glory that will be revealed in

us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the
children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was
subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the
will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 thatld the
creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to
decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the
children of God.22 We know that the whole creation has
been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the
present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have
the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait
eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of
our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope
that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they
already have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet
have, we wait for it patiently.

Matthew 13:24-30, 34-43 (NIV)

The Parable of the Weeds

24Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven
is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 2> But while
everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat
sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.
27“The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t
you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds
come from?’ 28“/An enemy did this,” he replied. “The
servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them
up?2?2““No,” he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the
weeds, you may uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let both
grow together until the harvest. At that time [ will tell the
harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles
to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my
barn.34]esus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables;
he did not say anything to them without using a

parable. 35 So was fulfilled what was spoken through the
prophet: “I will open my mouth in parables, I will utter
things hidden since the creation of the world.”

The Parable of the Weeds Explained

36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His
disciples came to him and said, “Explain to us the parable of
the weeds in the field.”37” He answered, “The one who sowed
the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and
the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The
weeds are the people of the evil one, 39and the enemy who
sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and
the harvesters are angels.*? “As the weeds are pulled up and
burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The
Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out
of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do
evil. 42 They will throw them into the blazing furnace, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their
Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear.
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DEDICATION AND STEWARDSHIP
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cir-cling yeérs, we trust in  thee.

in thy hand. With us
3 God of the com - ing years, through paths un-known we fol-low thee.
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Greater awareness has enlarged Christian stewardship to develop new dimensions of concern for pecple in
all parts of the world. Because we believe that it is God's will that the gifts we have received should be
shared, this hymn concludes with that phrase from the Loxd’s Prayer.

TEXT: Georgia Harkness, 1955, alt.
MUSIC: Felice de Giardini, 1769, alt.

ITALIAN HYMN
6.6.4.6.6.6.4

Text © 1955, ren, 1983 The Hymn Society (admin. Hope Publishing Company)
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In all the past, through all our hopes and fears, thy hand we see.
Lead us by faith to hope’s true prom-ised land. Be thou our guide.
When we are strong, Lord, leave us not a - lone. Our ref-uge be.
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With each new day, when morn - ing lifts the veil,
With thee to bless, the dark - ness shines as light,
Be thou for us in life our dai - ly bread,
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' we own thy mer - cies, Lord, which nev - er fail
and faith’s fair vi - sion chang - es in - to sight
our heart's true  home when all  our years have sped.
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This text was created for the celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Shadyside Presbyterian Church in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, by its pastor. He wrote these words especially for this tune, originally composed

for John Henry Newman's text “Lead, Kind}y Light."

CELEBRATING TIME
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5 Time, like an ever rolling stream, 6
bears all our years away;
they fly forgotten, as a dream
dies at the opening day.

Our God, our help in ages past,

our hope for years to come,

be thou our guard while life shall last,
and our eternal home.




