Genesis 12:1-19 (NIV)

The Call of Abram

12 The Lorp had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your
eople and your father’s household to the land | will show you.
“I will make you into a great nation,

and | will bless you;
| will make your name great,

and you will be a blessing.®
3| will bless those who bless you,

and whoever curses you | will curse;
and all peoples on earth

will be blessed through you.
4So Abram went, as the Lorp had told him; and Lot went with
him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from

Harran. ® He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the

possessions they had accumulated and the people they had

acquired in Harran, and they set out for the land of

Canaan, and they arrived there.

® Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great

tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in

the land. ” The Lorp appeared to Abram and said, “To your
offspring'@ | will give this land.” So he built an altar there to

the LorD, who had appeared to him.

8 From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and

pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east.

There he built an altar to the Lorp and called on the name of

the LORD.

® Then Abram set out and continued toward the Negev.
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Abram in Egypt

1 Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to
Egypt to live there for a while because the famine was

severe. ' As he was about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife
Sarai, "l know what a beautiful woman you are. 12\When the
Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife." Then they will
kill me but will let you live. ® Say you are my sister, so that | will
be treated well for your sake and my life will be spared because
of you.”

“When Abram came to Egypt, the Egyptians saw that Sarai was
a very beautiful woman. ' And when Pharaoh’s officials saw her,
they praised her to Pharaoh, and she was taken into his

palace. " He treated Abram well for her sake, and Abram
acquired sheep and cattle, male and female donkeys, male and
female servants, and camels.

7 But the Lorp inflicted serious diseases on Pharaoh and his
household because of Abram'’s wife Sarai. '® So Pharaoh
summoned Abram. “What have you done to me?” he said. “Why
didn't you tell me she was your wife? ' Why did you say, ‘She is
my sister,’ so that | took her to be my wife? Now then, here is
your wife. Take her and go!”

Romans 4:13-25 (NIV)

3 It was not through the law that Abraham and his
offspring received the promise that he would be heir of
the world, but through the righteousness that comes by
faith. 14 For if those who depend on the law are heirs,
faith means nothing and the promise is worthless,

15 because the law brings wrath. And where there is no
law there is no transgression’

'® Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may
be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham'’s
offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also
to those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father
of us all. 17 As it is written: "I have made you a father of
many nations."[¥ He is our father in the sight of God, in
whom he believed—the God who gives life to the dead
and calls into being things that were not.

'8 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so
became the father of many nations, just as it had been
said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”™ 19 Without
weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body
was as good as dead—since he was about a hundred
years old—and that Sarah’s womb was also dead. 20 Yet
he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise
of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory
to God, 21 being fully persuaded that God had power to
do what he had promised. 22 This is why “it was credited
to him as righteousness.” 23 The words “it was credited
to him” were written not for him alone, 24 but also for
us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for us who
believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the

dead. 25 He was delivered over to death for our sins and
was raised to life for our justification.

Matthew 9:9-13,18-26 (NIV)

The Calling of Matthew

% As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named
Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow
me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.
1®While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house,
many tax collectors and sinners came and ate with him
and his disciples. ' When the Pharisees saw this, they
asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax
collectors and sinners?”

120n hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who
need a doctor, but the sick. ' But go and learn what this
means: ‘| desire mercy, not sacrifice.™ For | have not
come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

Jesus Raises a Dead Girl and Heals a Sick Woman

'® While he was saying this, a synagogue leader came and
knelt before him and said, “My daughter has just died. But
come and put your hand on her, and she will live.” "° Jesus
got up and went with him, and so did his disciples.

29 Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding
for twelve years came up behind him and touched the
edge of his cloak. 2! She said to herself, “If | only touch his
cloak, | will be healed.”

22 Jesus turned and saw her. “Take heart, daughter,” he
said, “your faith has healed you.” And the woman was
healed at that moment.

> When Jesus entered the synagogue leader’s house and
saw the noisy crowd and people playing pipes, ** he
said, "Go away. The girl is not dead but asleep.” But they
laughed at him. 25 After the crowd had been put outside,
he went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got
up. % News of this spread through all that region.
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THE CHURCH DEDICATION AND STEWARDSHIP TRUSTING IN THE PROMISES OF GOD
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