GENESIS 1:1-2:4 (NIV)

The Beginning

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the
earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of
the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. * God saw
that the Iight was good, and he separated the light from the
darkness. > God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called
“night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first
day.

® And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate
water from water.” ” So God made the vault and separated the
water under the vault from the water above it. And it was
so. 2 God called the vault “sky.” And there was evening, and there
was morning—the second day.

® And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one
place, and let dry ground appear.” And it was so. '° God
called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters he called
“seas.” And God saw that it was good.

"' Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing
plants and trees on the land that bear frurt with seed in it, according
to their various kinds.” And it was so. ** The land produced
vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees
bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw
that it was good. " And there was evening, and there was morning—
the third day.

" And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate
the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark
sacred times, and days and years, > and let them be Ilghts in the
vault of the sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so. '® God
made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day and
the Iesser light to govern the night. He also made the
stars. !’ God set them in the vault of the sky to give light on the
earth, "®to govern the day and the night, and to separate light
from darkness. And God saw that it was good. *® And there was
evening, and there was morning—the fourth day.

%0 And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let
birds fly above the earth across the vault of the sky.” *' So God
created the great creatures of the sea and every living thing with
which the water teems and that moves about in it, according to

their kinds, and every winged blrd according to its kind. And
God saw that it was good > God blessed them and
said, "Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the
water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the
earth.” 2 And there was evening, and there was
morning—the fifth day.
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24 And God said, “Let the land produce living
creatures according to their kinds: the livestock, the
creatures that move along the ground and the wild
animals, each according to its kind.” And it was so. #* God
made the wild animals according to their kinds, the
livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures
that move along the ground according to their
kinds. And God saw that it was good.

%6 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our
likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the
birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals,

@ and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”

2750 God created mankind in his own image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

8 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and
increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the
fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living
creature that moves on the ground.”

#Then God said, | give you every seed-bearing plant on the
face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed
in it. They will be yours for food. 39 And to all the beasts of the
earth and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that
move along the ground—everything that has the breath of
life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And it was so.

31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And
there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.

2 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their
vast array.

2By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been
dorng, so on the seventh day he rested from all his
work. ? Then God blessed the seventh day and made it
holy, because on it he rested from all the work of
creating that he had done.

Adam and Eve

*This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they
were created, when the Lorp God made the earth and the
heavens.

2 CORINTHIANS 13:11-13 (NIV)

Final Greetings

" Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration,
encourage one another, be of one mind, live in peace. And the
God of love and peace will be with you.

12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. * All God's people here
send their greetings.

Matthew 28:16-20 (NIV)

The Great Commission

'® Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain
where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they
Worshlped him; but some doubted. ' Then Jesus came to them
and sa|d “All authorrty in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. '® Therefore go and make disciples of all

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 2 and teaching them to obey
everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with

you always, to the very end of the age.”
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CREATION AND PROVIDENCE-

For the Beauty of the Earth 14
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1 For the beau-ty of *the earth, for the glo-ry of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour . of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For thy - self, best gift di-vine to the worldso free - ly given;
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for  the love which from our birth o-ver and a-round us lies:
hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon, and stars of light:
for  the mys - tic har-mo - ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on earth, and friends a - bove, for all gen-tle thoughts and mild:
for  that great, great love of thine, peace on earth and joy in heaven:
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"Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grate-ful praise.
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In the course of many revisions, the original eucharistic emphasis of this text has-shifted to a hymn of
thanksgiving for a wide range of human experience, with a Christological summation. It is set here to the
tune that is customary in North America, though not elsewhere.

TEXT: Folliott Sandford Pierpoint, 1864, alt. DIX
MUSIC: Conrad Kocher, 1838; abr. Wiiliam Henry Monk, 1861; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906 7727777

. DEDICATION AND STEWARDSHIP

God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending 716
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1 God, whose giv - ing knows no end - ing, from your rich and
2 Skills .and time are ours for. press - ing toward the goals of
3 Trea - sure, too, you have en - trust - ed, gain through powers your
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end - less store, na-ture’s won - der, Je - sus’ wis - dom, cost-ly
Christ, your Son: all at peace in health and free - dom, rac-es
grace con-ferred: ours to wuse for home and kin - dred, and to
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cross, grave's shat - tered door: gift -ed by  you we turn

joined, the church made one. Now di-rect our dai-ly

spread - the  gos - pel word O - pen wide our hands in
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to  you, of-fering up our - selves in praise; -thank-ful song shall
la - bor, lest we strive for self a-lone. Born with tal - ents,
shar-ing, as we heed Christ’s age - lgss_ call, heaf-ing, teach - ing,
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rise for - ev - e, gra-cious do - mor of our days.

make ‘us ser - vants fit to an - swer at your throne.

b and  re - claim - ing serv-ing you by lov-ing all

 Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

This text on stewardship was one of about 450 submissions in a search for such hymns conducted by the
Hymn Society of America in 1961, These words are well grounded by their musical setting, an early
American shape note tune named for a Baptist church in Harris County, Georgia:

<. TEXT: Robert L. Edwards, 1961, alt, .
+. MUSIC: The Sacred Harp, 1844; harm. James H. Wood, 1958 8.7.8.7.D
- Test © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Soclety {admin. Hope Publishing Company)

* .- Music Harm. © 1958, ren. 1986 Broadman Press (admin, Music Services, Brentwood, TN)

BEACH SPRING

CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

32 1Sing the Mighty Power of God
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11 sing the might-y power of God that made the moun-tains rise,
2 1 sing the good-ness of the Lord who filled the earth with food.
3 There’s not a plant or flower be-low but makes thy glo-ries known.
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that spread the flow-ing seas a-broad and built the Iloft - y

God formed the crea-tures through the Word, and then pro-nounced them
And clouds a - rise, and tem-pests blow, by or - der from thy
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skies. 1  sing the wis-dom that or-'dained the sun to rule the day.

good. Lord, how thy won-ders. are dis-played, wher-e’er I turn my eye,
throne, while all that bor-rows life from thee is ev-er in thy care,
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The moon shines full at God's com-mand,and all the stars o - bey.

if I sur-vey theground I tread, or gaze up - on the sky!
and ev - ery-where that we can be, thou, God, art pres-ent there.
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With minimal revision this text brings together six of the eight four-fine stanzas in an 18th-century hymn
written for children and originally headed “Praise for Creation and Providence.” The anonymous German
tune provides a fitting sense of breadth and wonder. .
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TEXT: Isaac Watts, 1715, ait. ELLACOMBE
MUSIC: Cesangbuck: der Herzogl. Wirtembergischen Katholischen Hofkapelfe, 1784; alt. 1868 CMD




