
ISAIAH 45:1-7 (NIV) 
 
 
45 “This is what the Lord says to his anointed, 
    to Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of 
to subdue nations before him 
    and to strip kings of their armor, 
to open doors before him 
    so that gates will not be shut: 
2 

I will go before you 
    and will level the mountains

[a]
; 

I will break down gates of bronze 
    and cut through bars of iron. 
3 I will give you hidden treasures, 
    riches stored in secret places, 
so that you may know that I am the Lord, 
    the God of Israel, who summons you by name. 
4 For the sake of Jacob my servant, 
    of Israel my chosen, 
I summon you by name 
    and bestow on you a title of honor, 
    though you do not acknowledge me. 
5 I am the Lord, and there is no other; 
    apart from me there is no God. 
I will strengthen you, 
    though you have not acknowledged me, 
6 so that from the rising of the sun 
    to the place of its setting 
people may know there is none besides me. 
    I am the Lord, and there is no other. 
7 I form the light and create darkness, 
    I bring prosperity and create disaster; 
    I, the Lord, do all these things. 

1 PETER 4:12-16 (NIV) 

Suffering for Being a Christian 
12 

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal 
that has come on you to test you, as though      
something strange were happening to you. 

13 
But   

rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings 
of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his 
glory is revealed. 

14 
If you are insulted because of the 

name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory 
and of God rests on you. 

15 
If you suffer, it should not 

be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of      
criminal, or even as a meddler. 

16 
However, if you  

suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise 
God that you bear that name. 

JOHN 17:1-11 
 

Jesus Prays to Be Glorified 

17 After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and 
prayed: 
“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that 
your Son may glorify you. 

2 
For you granted him     

authority over all people that he might give eternal 
life to all those you have given him. 

3 
Now this is  

eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 

4 
I have 

brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you 
gave me to do. 

5 
And now, Father, glorify me in your 

presence with the glory I had with you before the 
world began. 

Jesus Prays for His Disciples 
6 
“I have revealed you

[a]
 to those whom you gave 

me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them 
to me and they have obeyed your word. 

7 
Now they 

know that everything you have given me comes from 
you. 

8 
For I gave them the words you gave me and 

they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I 
came from you, and they believed that you sent 
me. 

9 
I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, 

but for those you have given me, for they are 
yours. 

10 
All I have is yours, and all you have is 

mine. And glory has come to me through them. 
11 

I 
will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in 
the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father,    
protect them by the power of

[b]
 your name, the name 

you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. 
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