
Ezekiel 34: 1-7 (NIV) 

The Lord Will Be Israel’s Shepherd 

34 The word of the Lord came to me:  
2 “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of  
Israel; prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what  
the Sovereign Lord says: Woe to you shepherds of  
Israel who only take care of yourselves! Should not 
shepherds take care of the flock? 
  
3 You eat the curds, clothe yourselves with the wool 
and slaughter the choice animals, but you do not  
take care of the flock.  
 
4 You have not strengthened the weak or healed the 
sick or bound up the injured. You have not brought 
back the strays or searched for the lost. You have 
ruled them harshly and brutally.  
 
5 So they were scattered because there was no  
shepherd, and when they were scattered they  
became food for all the wild animals.  
 
6 My sheep wandered over all the mountains and on 
every high hill. They were scattered over the whole 
earth, and no one searched or looked for them. 
 
7 “‘Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of 
the Lord: 

1 Peter 3: 13-22 (NIV) 

13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager  
to do good? 14 But even if you should suffer for 
what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their 
threat[a]; do not be frightened.”[b]  
 
15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord.  
Always be prepared to give an answer to  
everyone who asks you to give the reason for 
the hope that you have. But do this with  
gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear  
conscience, so that those who speak maliciously 
against your good behavior in Christ may be 
ashamed of their slander.  
 
17 For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for 
doing good than for doing evil. 18 For Christ  
also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to 
death in the body but made alive in the Spirit.  
 
19 After being made alive,[c] he went and made 
proclamation to the imprisoned spirits—  
20 to those who were disobedient long ago when 
God waited patiently in the days of Noah while 
the ark was being built. In it only a few people, 
eight in all, were saved through water,  
 
21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now 
saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the 
body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward 
God.[d] It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at 
God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and 
powers in submission to him. 

 John 14: 15-21; 25-27 (NIV) 

 Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit 

15 “If you love me, keep my commands.  

16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another advocate to help you and be with you 
forever—  

17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept 
him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. 
But you know him, for he lives with you and will 
be[a] in you.  

18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to 
you.  

19 Before long, the world will not see me any-
more, but you will see me. Because I live, you    
also will live.  

20 On that day you will realize that I am in my   
Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.  

21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is 
the one who loves me. The one who loves me will 
be loved by my Father, and I too will love them 
and show myself to them.” 

 

25 “All this I have spoken while still with 
you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, will teach you 
all things and will remind you of everything I 
have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do 
not be afraid.  
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