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Just What You Wanted to Know

Rev. Dennis Falasco

SUMMER 201 |

asked me about the cur-
rent decision to change
part of our Book of Order
regarding requirements
for ordination. Thank you
for your concerns for the
denomination. I, too, am
greatly concerned as I do
not plan on condoning
any sin as a viable Chris-
tian way of life. And I
believe sex outside of the
bonds of marriage is sin.
Scripture doesn't change
to accommodate cultural
norms. It does have abso-
lutes and sex outside of
marriage is sin. No polity
changes scriptural view
on marriage; even our
confessions underline
that scriptural point. So
as one part of our Book of
Order may change we
shouldn't forget the value
of being a confessional
church and realizing that
there are other parts
which also serve as a
guide and clarification
for guidance.

Remember the question
1s no longer whether ses-
sions and presbyteries
must reject persons fail-
ing to live in “fidelity in
marriage between a man
and a woman or chastity
in singleness” but wheth-
er they may continue to
do so (on a case -by-case
basis) . If you look, you
will find answers in Parts
I and IT of our Constitu-
tion. If you are interested
in what this says, I will
point it out to you below:
Our Book of Order,
which is our Form of Gov-
ernment, says at G-6.0106a
that those who are called
to be officers must be
“persons of strong faith,
dedicated discipleship,
and love of Jesus Christ
as Savior. Their manner
of life should be a demon-
stration of the Christian
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gospel in the church and
the world. They must have
the approval of God’s peo-
ple and the concurring
judgment of a governing
body of the church.” Also,
new G-6.0106 b says offic-
ers must be found to be
“joyfully submitting to the
Lordship of Christ.” So,
according to our Book of
Order, sessions and pres-
byteries examining offic-
ers need to make decisions
about the following Con-
stitutional issues which
pertain to lifestyle:

Questions an examining
body must answer about
officers:

*  Does the person’s life
demonstrate “ded-
icated discipleship?”’
G-6.0106a

*  Is their “manner of
life” a “demonstration
of the Christian gospel
in the church and the
world?” G-6.0106a

*  Are they “submitting
to the Lordship of
Christ?” G-6.0106b

(Continued on page 2)
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The resources we use for
answering these questions are
Scripture and our confessions.

There are many scriptural re-
sources for affirming that God’s will
for the human exercise of God’s gift
of sexuality is either fidelity in mar-
riage between a man and a woman
or chastity in singleness from
Genesis through Revelation.

Portions of Part I of our Con-
stitution (Book of Confessions)
relating to fidelity in marriage
between a man and a woman or
chastity in singleness are found in:

Q. 108. What does the seventh
commandment teach us?

A. That all unchastity is con-
demned by God, and that we
should therefore detest it from the
heart, and live chaste and disci-
plined lives, whether in holy wed-
lock or in single life. B.C. 4.108.

Here the Scots Confession tells
us that the Seventh Command-
ment teaches us to live chaste lives
and that the only options for a per-
son to be chaste are holy wedlock
or a single life.

For marriage (which is the med-
icine of incontinency, and contin-
gency itself) was instituted by the
Lord God himself, who blessed
it most bountifully, and willed man
and woman to cleave one to the
other inseparably, and to live to-
gether in complete love and con-
cord (Matt.19:4 ff). Whereupon we
know that the apostle said: “Let

First Reflections
Published monthly by
First Presbyterian Church
325 Elm Street :
Idaho Falls, Idaho 83402
(208) 523-0501

First Predogterian Charch

marriage be held in honor among
all, and let the marriage bed be
undefiled” (Heb. 13:4). B.C. 5.246

Here the Second Helvetic Con-
fession makes clear that marriage
reflects God’s desire that a man
and a woman cleave together.

Of Marriage and Divorce
Christian marriage is an insti-
tution ordained of God, blessed by
our Lord Jesus Christ, established
and sanctified for the happiness
and welfare of mankind, into which
spiritual and physical union one
man and one woman enter, cher-
ishing a mutual es-
teem and love, bear-
ing with each other’s
infirmities and weak-
nesses, comforting
each other in trouble,
providing in honesty
and industry for each
¢ other and for their
household, praying
for each other, and living together
the length of their days as heirs of
the grace of life.” B.C. 6.131
Here the United Presbyterian

Church USA amended the West-
minister Confession, and this
amendment is now part of our Con-
stitution. This amendment makes
clear that marriage is between one
man and one woman.

Thus defining marriage as a un-

ion between one man and one wom-

an, designed of God to last so long
as they both shall live. Marriage is

Rev. Dr. Dennis Falasco,

Rev. Thomas Wylie

1deho Falls, ldeho

Pastor

Associate Pastor

EDITORS
Kay Jensen
Dena Rowe

designed for the mutual help of
husband and wife; for the safe-
guarding, undergirding, and devel-
opment of their moral and spiritu-
al character; for the propagation of
children and the rearing of them in
the discipline. B.C.6. 133, 6.134.

Here the PCUSA amended the
Westminister Confession and this
amendment is now part of our
Constitution. This amendment
makes clear that marriage is be-
tween one man and one woman
and that one purpose of marriage
is the propagation of children.
(Over twenty scriptures are cited
in the footnotes.)

The relationship between man
and woman exemplifies in a basic
way God’s ordering of the interper-
sonal life for which he created
mankind. Anarchy in sexual rela-
tionships is a symptom of man’s
alienation from God, his neighbor,
and himself. The church, as the
household of God, is called to lead
men out of this alienation into the
responsible freedom of the new life
in Christ. The church comes under
the judgment of God and invites
rejection by man when it fails to
lead men and women into the full
meaning of life together, or with-
holds the compassion of Christ
from those caught in the moral
confusion of our time.” B.C. 9.47

Here the Confession of 1967
makes it clear: The relationship
between a man and a woman ex-
emplifies God’s ordering of inter-

‘Continued on gage 3:
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personal life. Humanity’s
“perennial confusion about the
meaning of sex has been aggravat-
ed in our day.” In the responsible
freedom of the new life in Christ,
“a man and a woman are enabled to
marry.” The church comes under
the judgment of God and invites
rejection by man when it fails to
lead men and women into the full
meaning of life together, or with-
holds the compassion of Christ
from those caught in the moral con-
fusion of our time.”

Clearly, this confessional state-
ment, (especially when read togeth-
er and not separately) in its inter-
pretation of Holy Scripture, con-
tains more than ample reason for
any governing body, in good con-
science, to conclude that fidelity in
marriage between a man and a
woman or chastity in singleness is
God’s command and therefore nec-
essary for church officers in order
that they exhibit “dedicated disci-
pleship” (G-6.0106a), in order that
they display a “manner of life”
which is a “demonstration of the
Christian gospel in the church and
the world” (G-6.0106a) and in order
that that they show they are

" "JOU ALSO, LIKE
LIVING STONES,
ARE BEING BUILT

" INTO A SPIRITUAL
HOUSE TO BE A
HOLY PRIESTHOOD,
OFFERING SPIRITUAL
SACRIFICES

E ACCEPTABLE TO GOD
£ THROUGH JESUS

- CHRIST.

i

“submitting to the Lordship of
Christ” (G-6.0106b)

OWe are in a spiritual
battle and need to be
fortified
this is the right
ti meéod

So the overwhelming weight of
our confessions affirms that sex
outside of marriage between a man
and a woman is sinful and there-
fore supports governing bodies
denying ordination to those in-
volved in same gender sex on the
basis of G-6.0106a and (new)
G.6.0106b. Moreover, the confes-
sions contain no statement that
this activity is acceptable to God.
For that to be changed, advocates
of GLBT (the gay part of our de-
nomination) ordination “as a de-
nomination-wide right” would, at
the very least, need to amend Part
I of our Constitution, the Book of
Confessions, to add a provision
saying that same gender sex is not
a sin, and arguably they would
need also to strike or amend—via
2/3 rd’s vote of the presbyteries,
most of the confessional statements
listed above.

So...as you can see....our de-
nominational standards for ordina-
tion find their weight beyond one
statement that has been
changed.... our concern, as a local
church, and as a Presbytery should
be made as clear as what has been
voted out....we, as a church and as
a Presbytery are very much al-
lowed to keep our standards specif-
ic and well defined....

So regarding our church and
where we stand....nothing has
changed for me regarding this

vote....I do think the gay move-
ment is alive and well...but I also
know that scripture is alive and
active and sharper than a two
edged sword....and I do believe
Scripture will not change and that

f 0 fwe slsoulddecliigens"i@ season

and out" with our Christian re-
sponse to God’s forgiveness
through grace and our response to
His word and not our culture is
what we will continue to proclaim....

Wow....probably more than you
wanted.... and one thing I know for
sure 1is that God’s timing is perfect
...s0 making our church structural-
ly strong at this point in history is
absolutely necessary. We are in a
spiritual battle and need to be for-
tified for success.....this is the right
time....your contribution is much
needed ...both financially as well
as spiritually....when the battle is
intense (as it soon will be) Christ’s
Church must speak for the well-
being of society even when society
isn’t willing to listen...that’s what
we (FPC) are called to proclaim....
I hope we are spiritually strong
enough to endure....I think we
are.... ¢

Reference: The B.C. stands for
Book of Confession. The G stands

for the Form of Government part
of the Book of Order.

GHILDREN 'S FELLOWSHIP ”
is for children ages 4 through
2" grade, whose parents feel

their children need an
alternative to worship.

Children’s Fellowship begins
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Come Join Us

FPC’s
1+ Family
Field Day! N

We will play ==
Outside Games & Z Zé\
B p

enjoy a Potluck.

Tuesday, June 7¢
6:00 p.m. —7:30 p.m.
6:00-6:30: Potluck
6:30-7:30: Game Time!

First Presbyterian Church Park

Please bring a dish to share
for the potluck.
To help insure we have a
wide selection of foods,
please bring a dish that

corresponds to your last name.

A-E Dessert
F-M Salad/side dish
N-Z Main Dish

Coming this July:

Tuke A Hike

An All-Church Hike

More details to come.

Please check the Sunday bulletins.

SOUP KITCHEN NEWS:

youth met at the Soup Kitchen to set tables, prepare lunch, serve and clean up for approxi-
mately 110 patrons. It is such a joy to watch the young people of our Church “pitch-in” and
give of their time for such a worthwhile mission. A special thanks to Anna and Katie Barrett,
Ellen and Michelle Goff, Olivia Kutsche and Hannah and Haden Mathews; Stacey Barrett led
the planning and preparing on this Saturday and we thank her. Our next serving time at the
th The daily average of lunch served in March was
109 and the numbers continue to climb. The first quarter income for the Soup Kitchen was
$15,963.00 and is managed very effectively by the Soup Kitchen Board.

Soup Kitchen will be Saturday, July 30

Vacation Bible School
Register Now!

Wedre-invitiny
ages4through6 ™ gr ade, to AN\
Shake It Up Caf®: Where Kids Cag
Vacation Bible School .
At Shake It Up Café, the children will become chefs -in-training

where they wild/ di scover Godos re
After a high -energy opening at Shake It Up Café, the chefs make

their way to Kitchen a la King. Interactive Bible lessons reveal five

secret ingredients for living as a follower of God, and your chefs will

learn Bible Bite memory verses that will boost their faith long after VBS.
The children wildl expand on what

in a variety of activities: making their own art projects at Tangy &

Tart Art, singing new music at Wok & Roll Hits, exploring science ac-

tivities at Foodology Factory, participating in recreational activities

at Spork Sports and enjoying tasty snacks at the Takeout Treatery.

Come
August 8™ through August 12 ™
9:00 a.m to 12:00 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church, Idaho Falls

Pl ease register

Shake It Up Café!!

Register online at:
www.cokesburyvbs.com/shake-it-up-cafe/fpcidahofalls

or fill out a registration form found in the church office

To find out more about Shake It Up Café  or
to volunteer , contact our Executive Chefs:

Kim Hodder at 523 -5201 or Sandy Wylie at
881-0864.

On Saturday, April 30th, fourteen adults and seven

SOUP KITCHEN

enj ey utrtsies ex peri ehp

early tp

hey

r
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Our Church Family

;\/ The weekly Sunday bulletins are the best vehicle from mlm
{\»\ 7H w§ which to gather our most recent prayer concerns within our church
f 1 O family. Please feel free to call the church office, 523-0501, for timely
< %  prayer concerns should you miss a week’s Sunday bulletin.
',np i Remember that we do have an active Prayer Chain. Call the church office or
Ny

G Carol Bayless to join us in group prayer. Or email to: fpcprayers@cableone.net

In Memoriam
4/24/11 Thomas Jackson (Tom) Harper

New Members:
On Sunday, May 1, 2011

we welcomed the following ALo$s A heartfelt thank you for the comfort and support brpught t
new members: s 72Church ys through your prayers, kind gestures, and sentifnents
Gavin Mathews pressed during the sudden illness and passing off Tom.
Susan Melvin truly appreciate them. A special thank you to Dr. Falasco, whadse guic
David Schiff and council was comforting and welcomed at our time of need, Word:
not express how much it means for the time you made avallable f
How blessed we all are to have such a caring and giving chufch farr
we do at First Presbyterian. We will miss Tom dearly, but know his s
lives on within our hearts and in the confines of this beautiful church.

Thank you
Eleanor Harper & Family

. uoneuuguog .

0 Conﬁrmatlon

uoneujuo))

. Conﬂrrnatl

Our 2011 Confirmands are:

Jessica Divine
Madison Jacobson
Sarah Francis
Amanda Kuhns
Mitch Galbreth

All Church

Brooke Marzolf wSbpSOi F w S y
Michelle Goff Wednesdays
Hannah Mathews Create in me a clean heart, B : . 3
Austin Guza O God, And renew a steadfast eglrnni ng
Rebecca Maver spirit within me.
y Psalm 51:10 =
~ 5l O
J DAL
| R2 ®
Agape Fellowship £ a
WOMEN'S RETREAT [AY.
Summer Set aside these dates now. 2Y0
Brunch You will be glad you did. {l {1
Date & Time More information will follow! 3 A E 2
L ez2d
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Mission Highlights

Sue Norr, Committee Chair

oyonaner Highlighy,

Spring Rummage Sale

Thank you to all who donat-
ed and helped with the sale. The
profit earned is $1185.33. 50%
was given to the International
Habitat in Honduras account
and the other 50% was put in
the local Mission account. We
did find an envelope of pictures.
There was the name Jana and
Gigi on the front and it was
young children’s pictures. Call
Sue Norr 524-0506 if they are
yours and would like them
returned.

Thank You for Your
Generosity

Thank you for your contribu-
tions to the One Great Hour of
Sharing collection in April. We
received $1908.56.

Mission Opportunity
Living Waters for the
World Training

Clean water is a life giving
gift to those who do not have it.
How would you like to partic-
ipatein a oclean water6 pro-
ject? Have you thought about
serving in a new and different
way? Living Waters for the
World has announced their 2011
training sessions. This training
called Clean Water U lasts four
days. It prepares you to be part
of a Living Waters team that
will go to a small village and
give this gift of clean water.

Three main workshops are
offered, covering the key steps of
a Living Waters for the World
water partnership. In the CWU
101 workshop field survey, wa-
ter testing and partnership de-
velopment are covered. In CWU
102, it’s health education, hy-

giene and the spiritual curricu-

lum. In CWU 103, participants

build a functioning standard clean

water system from the ground up. ®
Glenn and Melinda DeVoe, .

Les McDaniel and Penny Pinson

have attended Clean Water U.

Talk with one of them. At this o

time we need more persons

trained in the 103 (building a sys-

tem) area.

*** Camp Hopewell, Mississip-
pi: June 13 -17, September 7 -11 0

*** Calvin Crest Conference
Center, Oakhurst, California: .
October 9 -13

Check out their web site:
www.livingwatersfortheworld.org

wi t h
Nursery

August 7

M

e Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

Chil dren’s

Fellowship Time, 10:00 a.m.
Communion on Pentecost
Sunday, June 12 and Sunday,

Deacons meet on Tuesdays: June 7,
July 5 & August 2 at 7:30 p.m.
Deacon Training at 7 p.m.

o Committee Chairs meet on June

14, July 12

& August 9 at 7:00 p.m.

Committees meet on June 21,
July 19 & August 16 at 7:30 p.m.*
Session meets on June 28, July 26

& August 23 at 7:30 p.m. Session

Check your weekly o
Sunday bulletin for updates.

The Men’s Bible & Coffee at the Villa

will continue throughout the summer,

every other Friday, at 8:30 am. (June 3,
17, July 1, 15, 29, Aug 12, 26) Drop in!

Training at 7 p.m.
« Congregational Life , First
Thursday of each month, 10 a.m.
Prayer Time , every Thursday at
1:00 p.m. in the Prayer Room
o VBS Week — August 8-12, 9:00
a.m. to Noon

* Check with chairman for summer changes
that may occur at the last minute

Summer Calendar Highlights

June 12

July 3

July 22-24
July 17-24
July 30

July 24
August 8-12
August 10

Pentecost Sunday, Join us in celebrating the birthday of the u
versal church, with cake and a church family photo on the frg

steps, following worship.

Chapel in the Pines, Sunday, FPC Hosting at Island Park,

10 a.m. Congregational BBQ,
following church service

Bike & Build %

Youth Mission Trip to Dallas, TX

Fal ascods | s

FPC serves on Saturday at The Soup Kitchen

Ice Cream Social, Sunday, Presbyterian Paékp.m.

VBS Week, Monday thru Friday, 9—Noon, FPC

All-Church Picnic, Wednesday, at 6:30 p.m.

at Presbyterian Park

September 9 -11  FPC Family Camp, Camp Sawtooth, Friday thru Sunday

Exercise Class continues this summer: Monday & Wednesday at 6 pm; Tuesday &
Thursday at 6 am & 9 am. Join us any time — We’re having a blast!

Fel

ni-
nt
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Fat her’

S

Day,

June Birthdays

Melinda Redden
7 Chandlor Bucklin

8 Sue Norr
Susan Bower

Stephen Dunn

July Birthdays

19

Joni Kelley

Ben Girton
Karen Musselman

2 Karen Gingras 12 Lois Grey 24 Rick Spielman
Yvonne Luther Michel Hall Austin Guza
Bill Newby Carol McDaniel Peter Schlosser
. Stacey Francis
3 Heath Springman 13 Glenn Devoe Y
Peter Wells Jack Clark 26 Alexis Snell
Jody Boline Kimberly Jacobson
Jamie Neff 15 Larry Larsen 28 B Luth
ranum Luther
4 Edith Stanger Marsha Ohme Judy Grof
Ashton Cowley Avery Boline ’
Orson Hess Brooklyn Dooley
5  David P’Pool . 29 Wendy Kuhns
Michael MacConnel 17 Josette Maddison Sydney Lewis
Tom Hoffman . Billie Holson
Hailey Marshbank 18  Keith Kennedy
Debra Talbot Brad Gardner
6  Karman Klassy 21 Alice Rammell Ramon Howard

Karen Bass

5 Ada Ritchie 11  Jean Middleton 20 Elva Nelson
12 Kate Salomon 21  Susan Tabor
4 Lorenda Faler . . .
Kristal Jaramillo Angie Falasco
Brad Faler Bill Grof
‘ 23  Delores Parrish Hansen
5 Teri K‘otansky 13 Kathleen Watrous Ruth Howard
Ron Gingras Robin Laug . 2t Foak O
6 Nicklas Venhuizen Ralph Moncrief ran me
14  Greg Vinnola 25 Paul Bayless
7  Paul Reep Sam Bays Don Sherwood
Margie Kenned .
Earline Mickelzen 15 Emily Maus 26  Del Burkhalter
17  Victoria Gruwell 27 James McGeachin
8 Brett Jensen Aidan Silver Carol Ormond
9  Roger Hoekstra 18 Connor Maloney Craig Jenkins
Gabrielle Allahar Christian Kutsche 28  Janet Jensen Fullmer

- Plan Ahead for September!

)

\\% Family Camp Sawtooth

C amp T he theme this yearis“L o r d

of the

Dance

é

a n’dointubag Cad@ n ¢ e

Go €els

[
&mﬂy Sawtooth , nestled in the forest primeval along the banks of the Wood River in the beautiful and
peaceful setting of the Sawtooth Mountains, to praise Jesus and share fellowship with our church family. Celebrate Jesus
in the quaint Popma Chapel; climb to the cross that overlooks Camp Sawtooth; meditate in quiet solitude along the river;
enjoy treats/coffee and convivial conversation in the lodge; hike designated trails around the camp; partake of delicious
meals enhanced by the fresh air of the outdoors; warm yourself by the campfire in the crisp night air under the sparkling
stars of central Idaho; and listen to music or sing your heart out in praise of God! (And, yes, there will be SMORES!)
If you have any doubts about attending, please feel free to ask anyone who came last year! Check out the group photo!

The Application Form, including costs is included in this newsletter and will also be available at the Church office.
Most items will be similar to last year, but we expect more people, so start considering the possibility of sharing a cabin.
Wl provide driving directions and general information, such as what to bring at a latter date.

Any questions? Call Bob Pedersen, Chair of Spiritual Life, at 523 — 1000 or Margie Kennedy, Family Camp Director,
at 523 — 5017. Look forward to having this time to unwind and reflect in beautiful surroundings.
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Church Family

Camp
he Spiritual

T Life Commit-
tee of First Pres-
byterian Church
cordially invites
each member of the church to at-
tend its Second Annual Family
Church Camp  on September 9,
10, and 11 at Camp Sawtooth!
The camp festivities begin with
check-in/cabin assignment on Fri-
day evening between 6:00 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m. The weekend con-
cludes at noon on Sunday. Do not
let the term “FAMILY” keep you
from attending the camp fun and
fellowship during this weekend.
“FAMILY” means EACH MEM-
BER OF THE ENTIRE CHURCH
FAMILY and CHURCHFRIENDS ,
which ... if you are reading this ...
means YOU ! Singles, couples,
singles with children, couples
with children. Older! Younger!
EVERYONE! Facilities are handi-
cap accessible. Please come! Activ-
ities throughout the weekend in-
clude worship, Bible study, key-
note speakers, crafts, hiking,
nature walks, coffee and conversa-
tion ... and napping if need be ...
whatever your personal constitu-
tion and circumstances allow.

In other words: there is much to
choose from or refrain from choos-
ing. Our mission is to fellowship
with others in a beautiful and
comfortable environment. And,
there are few more beautiful,
comfortable, and spiritual envi-
ronments than the Wood River
Valley and the Sawtooth National
Recreation Area in which Camp
Sawtooth is nestled.

==

For information on
Camp Sawtooth, a
ministry of our Kendall
Presbytery, please look
up their web page at:
http://www.campsawtooth.org/C
ST/index.htm

Faﬂy éal’ﬂf I

LORD OF THE DANC

AND THE DANCE GOE

Family Church CanReati sCamf
September 9, 10, an

Registration Deadline is August 1, 2011. First come -First served.
Please return the registration form to the church by then.

Adults: $20.00
Child/10 and under: $15.00
Child/ 2 and under: $0.00

Maximum Fee/Family: $85.00
Scholarships are available

Please Make Checks Out To: First Presbyterian Church.
In the memo space put: Family Camp

Family Name:
Phone Number:

Fir

(@2
(7]

st Camper

o
(7]

Second
Teen 06s

Third
Teen

Campe
Epel
Camper

s AgGhi L

h Campe

s A@hi L
Camper

s Ageéhi_l
Camper

Ehel

|o
[72)

—~ o
o o o =
(72}

Four

—

Teen
Fi ft

o O
o |

(e}

Teen
Si xt

2 n oo o o>
(%]

>

o o |
|o
ln

Teen 0s

Total Family Cost $

! f your family includes more than 6 people, please
Will you need a ride to Camp Sawtooth and back? (We are forming
carpools.) Yes_ No__
Cabin assignments will be provided at check in, but because we are expecting more
of us this year, please indicate if you have any preferences for sharing a cabin,

and we will try to accommodate requests. Share Cabin with:

Because parking is limited, carpools are strongly advised.

Will you be bringingan RV? Yes _ No ___ If yes, will you need a
hookup? (Hawley Lodge is only a few yards away if you need water.
There are spaces for 2 water hookups and 4 dry. If RV spaces at camp fill up,
there is a National Forest Campground across the road from Camp Sawtooth.)
Limited handicapped accessible facilities are available. Will you require
any? Yes__ No

T-shirt will be available. Please indicate sizes and number of shirts:
Adult T - shirts sizes : Small Medium Large
X-Large, XX -Large XXXX -Large

Youth Sizes : Small (6 -8) Medium (10 -12) Large (14 -16)

ndi ca
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Lida Coy Library

Patsy Atkinson
|l oddés I nspiratibWwlax Puvoamidese Beokal ks about Godbés power 0 S W
AWi t hdecneion, history began. Exi stence became measurable. |Out
earth. And on this earth? A mighty hand went to worksS€Cangpns
were flung. A universe sparkled. Look to the canyonshtadosd¢g et he
thunder and hear his {pobweraemdtwigahres onallhutmameéeé ydnd mor e. f
This summer as we see our world around us come to |tbe]l] i épd n
your head in praise. Express your appreciation forf@odldisntclfeeat i
Eye of tweM&xobLmcado)
CHI LDREN:
Parables from Natur e
By John Calvin Reid; 1Praise the LORD. Prai
Bodge Pl ants heavens, praise him in
By Simon Smith; The 2Praise him, all his a
. N heavenly hosts.
B Si Jlsmmyoh§ L_I_OhSt 3Praise him, sun and m {1 p|~
y I-mon mi t ! e shining stars. S
Stumpy Stomps 4Praise him, you highe hea
By Simon Smith; The retel A waters above the skies(ldi gal
Katieds Adventure at Blueber ié‘;;aagé’g‘ g;g'fﬁe;h\ze? nsr;’;
By Josh and Dottie MéWDbevel|l you Ruheésr 6He set them in place r ey
gave a decree that wil neve
_ ~ ADULT: 7Praise the LORD from e ea
Wi ®d&i ction about the crash creatures and all ocea dept
ShaddFei cti on about summer i : 8Lightning and hail, s w an
By Calvin Miller winds that do his bidd g,
Dearest Dorothy Ar e 9You mountains and al/l ills
! cedar s,
. BY Charlene Ann Baumi 10wild animals and all attl e
Fiction about a small t and flying birds,
an 87 year old will pro 11Kings of the earth a al |
| Came to Love You es and all rulers on e t h,
By Joyce Landor f; 12Young men and mai den ol d
. . . - ' children L
Elctloght_hai wi 1 grve you an 13Let them praise the ’mle 31
esus rest. ) ) his name alone is exal d; h
City on a Hill the earth and the heav S .
By Kenny Kemp; 14He has raised up for i's pe
A fiction story that weaves two New praise of all his sainfieo, aof
Sunrise Series: Sunri se, Someda to his
By Karen Kingsbury; Christia Praise
Refl ection on the Psal ms Psalm
By C. S. Lewis; Contemplate the S
The Great House of God
By Max Lucado; The Lorddéds Prayer is used for the home God] int
Traveling Light Come Check Us O
By Max Lucado; The promise of Psalm 23
Since this is the last newsletter over the summer months, be sure and mark your calendar for the eIl o
CMMHUJ upcoming events. Don’t miss these gatherings as a wonderful time is had by all. o
B o—
‘El"ww Sunday, July 23 at 6:00 p.m. will be the Ice Cream Social  at Presbyterian Park.
Wednesday, August10  t will be the All -church Pot  -Luck Picnic  also at Presbyterian Park.

Congregational Life will furnish fried chicken and beverages. Please bring a side dish to
share. The time to serve dinner is 6:30 p.m. but we always have fun before the picnic, so
come a little early if you would like.
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1  Corey Sanders

2 Jamie Kotansky
Skyler Reep
Sylvia Reichel
Cort Zimmerman

3 Sybil Beebe

4 Jean Kiel
Jan Litteneker
Bernice Sargis
Jerry Kienlen
Benjamin Clark
Stephen Broughton

5 Ines Guenther
J.H. Dennis
Monica Carlson

6  Brooke Marzolf

7  Scott Francis

Music Notes
Rev.Tom Wylie

August Birthdays

8  Tracy Scott
Harry Barsalou

11 Paige Lewis
Jamie P’Pool
Trevor Spielman

13 Teresa Bala

14  William Ginkel
Terry Varacalle
Crystal Camper

15 David Jolly

16  Kimberly Kvamme

17  Grace Katseanes

19 Roger Mayes
Margaret McMinn
Kent Mickelsen

course of study at Brigham
Young University—Idaho,
where he has earned a Bachelor

Summer Vacation

fter a year of notable

musical contribu-

tions, the choirs and
music ensembles of First Pres-
byterian Church will break for
the summer. All music groups
will resume rehearsals in the
Fall and once again add their
voices and music to our weekly
offerings of worship and praise
to God. Many thanks to all the
parents and volunteers who
gave of their time and talents to
further the Worship Ministry of
First Presbyterian Church. We
hope to see—and hear from—
you all again in the fall.

Farewell to
Blake Howard

First Presbyterian Church
has been truly blessed for the
past two years by the presence
and musical talents of our ac-
companist, Blake Howard.
Blake has just finished his

of Musical Arts degree with a
dual major in organ and vocal
performance. Blake will be leav-
ing at the end of July for Los
Angeles, where he will pursue a
Master of Music degree in vocal
arts performance and opera at
the University of Southern Cali-
fornia, Thornton School of Mu-
sic. Earlier this year, Blake au-
ditioned at USC and was award-
ed a full scholarship.

To express our appreciation
to Blake and honor God for bless-
ing him with such musical talent,
First Presbyterian Church will
present Blake Howard in concert
this summer before he departs in
July. Please consult the church
bulletin and announcements in
June for any update on date and
time. Mark your calendar to at-

tend and enjoy beautiful mu-

. < sic provided by
/ Blake Howard, as
we wish him God-

ing musical career.

speed in his promis-

21 Jason Falasco
Brad Griffin

Katie Wylie

22 Ryley Lewis

23 Les McDaniel
Jeff Bukowski
Olivia Slachter

24 Samantha Broughton
Jessie Luther

Steven Slachter

25 Rose Hong

26 Julie Bayless
Patsy Atkinson
Sally Kellogg

Amelia Bays

Peter Planchon
Carolyn Braskett

Greg Galbreth

Reception for
Blake Howard

Sunday,
July 24
11:30 a.m.
g
a Farewell Concert
= — given by
RECEEIION Blake Howard
Blaké" July 29, 2011
7:30 p.m.
Howard @p

URGAN CONCERT

Summer Sermon Seri

May 29
Being
1 Sam 16:613

June 5 ~
A Heart to Slay Giants
1 Sam 17:3237

June 12
Friendships
1 Sam 17:5518:3

June 19
In the Presence of Mine Enemies
| Samuel 18:69, 19:812
Gideon Sunday
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AWord fromTom ... %‘3&6@
Rev. Tom Wylie, Associate Pastor my
Luke 11:1

here’s a time for everything—even prayer. Jimmy’s suggestion seemed ridiculous to me at the
T time. But perhaps it wasn’t that out of place. Jimmy’s family didn’t have a lot, but all nine of

them were in church every Sunday. I once heard someone say that Jimmy’s Mom prayed the
sweetest prayers they ever heard. I never heard Jimmy say a bad word about anybody. Maybe Jimmy knew
a little more about the power of prayer than I did. My Grandmother used to quote Tennyson, “More things
are wrought by prayer than this world dreams of.” The Apostle Paul recommends that we “pray without
ceasing.” In other words, include conversation with God in everything we do, so that our words and actions
will reflect an awareness of His presence and care. After our adventure, I thought it was my quick action
that got us out of the snake situation. But looking back, perhaps it was something more.

June is finally here, which, of course means the end of school for another year. The inmates have been
released, and soon we’ll be into those endless summer days, with a few holidays thrown in. Memorial Day
kicks off the season, then Independence Day, with Flag Day about halfway in between. But when you're a
kid out of school, they’re all holidays, until the boredom sets in. That usually happens after the first two or
three days. That’s why there’s Summer Camp.

Whether it’s a church camp like Camp Sawtooth, Scout camp or some specialized camp, summer camp
can be a sure-fire cure for the old summer boredom. Programmed activities ensure that the campers’ days
will be filled with fun, rewarding experiences. My first Boy Scout summer camp was a wilderness camp on
Lake Greeson, out from Murfreesboro, Arkansas. The term “wilderness” just meant that we held our own
camp, rather than attending a staffed establishment. We saved a lot of money that way, but it took a lot
more planning. Still, we had a great time. We didn’t have to bathe, except for swimming in the lake, all week.

But summer camp can hold dangers for the uninitiated. At “Camp Greeson,” I got so sunburned, I peeled
twice. This was before the days of 50+ SPF sunscreen. The first night, I was anxious to try out my new two-
man inflatable raft. I spied this treasure at the dime store, and had worked hard to save seven dollars to buy
it. It only came with one paddle, though. Fellow Scout Jimmy Deyo and I launched the new watercraft to
take it around the bend where some other Scouts were fishing. It was after dark, and we discovered that
with only one paddle, the raft wagged back and forth like a dog’s tail. We quickly remedied this by “sculling,”
a technique I had read about, using the oar like a rudder, and paddling back and forth behind the boat. Jim-
my sculled, being in the back, but progress was slow. I assisted him by leaning over the bow and paddling
with my hands. I noticed what I thought were a lot of branches in the water around us. Making headway, we
rounded the bend and could see the other guys’ flashlights. We called to them. “Don’t move!” they called
back. “There are snakes all out in the water!” They shined their flashlights toward us. Sure enough, we were
surrounded by snakes. I pulled my hands back in the raft. Jimmy quit sculling and laid the paddle across the
raft. “What are you doing?” I asked him. “Paddle and get us out of here!” Looking to Heaven, he said in a
calm voice, “Tom, I think we’d better pray.” “You can pray if you want, but give me that paddle!” I said,
snatching the paddle. In a few minutes we were on the shore. We didn’t take the raft out at night again that week. ¢

Summer Sermon Series  , continued July 17
The Abilities of the Disabled
2 Sam 9:17,13 August 14
June 26 MYOB
Godds I.dea of Communi t}iuly24 2 Sam 1126123
1 Sam 22: 12 A Confessing Heart
July 3 2 Sam 11:15 August 21
The Great Reversal of Freedom July 31 The Death. of Absalom
Gal 5:13-14 Hope Among the Ruins 2 Sam 18:415, 2433
Il Samuel 1:1-12
July 10 August 28
Time to Get Over It ] August 7 ' A Lasting Legacy
2 Sam 6:111 Handling Succe¢€ommunion) Il Samuel 7:1829

2 Sam 11:19, 227
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Next Step Project Update

Roger Mayes

t its May 24 meeting,

Session took two im-

portant actions re-
garding the Next Step project.
First, they considered a motion
for a “Hospitality Mission for
the Harrison K. Linger Home”
(262 N. Ridge) presented by the
FPC Linger Home Task Force
led by Sue Norr, Task Force
Chair and Mission Committee
Chair. This well researched and
well prepared proposal sought to
preserve 262 N. Ridge and make
some needed repairs and im-
provements “to offer shelter and
hospitality to those in Idaho
Falls in need of spiritual care
and to visitors who are helping
to meet the ministerial, educa-
tional and cultural needs of our
church and community.” After a
lengthy and considerate discus-
sion, this motion failed to pass.
Just to recap, this proposal was
in response to the motion that
was passed in the May 1st Con-
gregational Meeting which stat-
ed: “Congregational approval to
remove the structure at 262 N.
Ridge Avenue unless Session
approves an alternative plan for
the building at the May 2011
Session meeting.” Session later
commended the Task Force for
their efforts.

The second action taken at
the May 24, 2011 Session meet-
ing was to consider a motion
which read: "The Next Step
Committee requests Session ap-
proval to go forward with the
overall scope and concept of the
Next Step project as it has been
described to the Congregation in
meetings, posters, and printed
materials, and to authorize an
officer of the church to sign a
construction contract." This mo-
tion was passed by the Session

after a
discussion
to clarify
some points. With this approval,
we will make final decisions on
details such as style and color of
lights, types of plants to include
in landscaping, etc., and hope to
begin construction activities in
early July.

Commitments to the Next
Step capital campaign during
the first three weeks of the cam-
paign total over $202,000 from
about one half the number of
families that normally make
annual pledges. While this is a
very good response in a short
period of time, it is short of our
goal. If you have not yet re-
turned your bright yellow Next
Step commitment card, we en-
courage you to do so at your ear-
liest convenience. If you have
lost or misplaced your card, an-
other one can be picked up in
the church office.

As with previous construc-
tion projects, we will experience
some inconvenience, dust and
noise over the summer, but we
can look forward to having safer
and more inviting entrances to
our house of worship later this
Fall. The Next Step Committee
hopes that we can move forward
in support of this project as a
unified congregation as we seek
to glorify God in all that we do.
We ask for your continued pray-
ers for the success of this project.

Our Next Step

The Bottom Line
Don Pound, Finance Chair

N
7

Sunday, June 12

Join us for cake and a
church family photo
on the front steps to
celebrate the birthday

\

PENTECOST: of our church.
Send the fire aguin

ver the first four

months in 2011, the

church received
$153,629 in total operating reve-
nue with an additional $19,221
in prepaid pledges still remain-
ing in our dedicated account.
Through April we have paid out
$166,269 in expenses, for an op-
erating loss of -$12,640. Mid-
year statements were sent out
in May for congregational infor-
mation. As we enter the slower
summer months, please remem-
ber to continue with your
monthly pledge offerings and
help maintain a positive cash
flow each month.

In May, an internal team of
independent reviewers complet-
ed the annual financial review
of our accounting process for FY
2010. The team included
Michelle Dunn, Jo Dee Johnson
and Mary Guenzler. Based on
their review, no deficiencies
were identified. The Finance
Committee would like to thank
the team for their efforts.

The Finance Committee is
continuing to work several ac-
tion items that were identified
by the church Risk Management
Team. These items are being
implemented to improve the
quality of our financial/account-
ting operation and hopefully
help reduce our annual insur-
ance premiums. Due to the im-
plementation of our Risk Man-
agement Team and the comple-
tion of our Risk Management
Evaluation, we expect
that our insurance pre-
mium will be reduced by
about $783 this year. ¢

COMMITTEE
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Session Highlights & April 2011

i

PASTORAL CONCERNS:
Bob Pedersen introduced the New Member s: Sam (Confess
children Alexander (Baptism) and Amelia; Susan Me|l i n
gave their Statement of Faith.

MOTI ON: To receive the New Members into the |ife and me

Kennedy Discretionary Fund:

PurposeNith a focus on all owing di sadvantage childrjefn/ vyo
in church or academic (secular) activities, bt a
the Board.

MOTI ON:Session approval to receive the Kennedy Discjretio

CHRI STI AN EDUCATI ON:
New Meeék Program for Fall: Tuesday Night F. L. 1| Q. H.7
There wil-Wwebl pwogsams, the first beginning in Octlober

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP:

MOTI ON:Session approval to receive the Statement of -1 na
Income and Expenses for March 31, 2011: Income: $42,499.78.
Expenses: $45,852.80
Mary Guenzler, Michelle Dunn and JoDee Johnson are conducting the in-house financial review of
the 2010 Financial Records.

PERSONNEL : April 19, 2011 written report received.

MOTI ON:Session approval to send a |letter to the Unijversi
Commi ttee recommending Cathy Spielman for a [Maste
Progr am. Carried.

NEW BUSI:NESS

MOTI ON:Sessi on approval of the Synod of the Pacific Form
Credit for The Next TBtepwPlIbjbetsentCarniafltef|the
2011 at the Special Congregational Meeting tiofjapp
required to secure the | oan.)

The Power of Pentecost —Remembered June 12

Pentecost started as a Jewish festival commemorating God’s giving the Law to the Israelites
50 days after they escaped from slavery in Egypt.

Just days after the risen Jesus ascended to heaven, his (Jewish) disciples gathered in Jerusalem
to celebrate Pentecost. But God transformed the occasion by giving them the Holy Spirit, as he’d
promised. The disciples saw something like flames among and on them, heard a rushing wind and
began speaking in many languages. The pilgrims in Jerusalem heard about Jesus in their native
tongues (see Acts 2:1-12).

In Christian churches, Pentecost was once as important as Christmas and Easter. Today, congregations still
observe it in special ways, using the color red to symbolize the Holy Spirit’s power. Worship services some-
times include hymns, prayers and Scriptures in various tongues. To simulate the original Pentecost experience,
congregations may say the Lord’s Prayer in several languages at once.

<Pentecoat
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Gathered in the Spirit

Janice Brown,Worship Committee Chair

New Developments in Our
Music and Sound Ministries

T would like our worship
service to contain both contem-
porary and traditional elements.
Even with one service there
should be a place for all to re-
ceive God's message in the ways
that touch their hearts and
souls. Our church and all
churches need to find ways to
reach out to all generations if
they are to survive and grow.

I want some present day
music to go along with hymns. I
would like to see our church ap-
peal to young families. God did
not take away the gift of compos-
ing music 200-400 years ago.

I love the sermons, but I also
truly enjoy the beautiful music.
During the summer Joan R.
used to start about 20 minutes
early and we would tell her our
favorite song from the hymnal
and she would play it and we
would sing it. ...

These are only three of the
33 written comments received

from 117 worship surveys sub-
mitted by members of the con-
gregation in April. While the
final recommendation for our
fall worship schedule won’t be
made to Session until June 28,
there are certain changes that
the Worship Committee would
like to test out this summer.

One of these ideas is to
begin singing songs from both
the blue hymnal and a new sup-
plemental binder of both tradi-
tional and contemporary songs
(that will soon appear in your
pew). Three times this summer,
Rev. Tom Wylie will offer
“Sunday Morning Sing-Alongs”
at least 15 minutes before our
10:30 am worship. Tom will lead
the congregation in singing
songs that members select out of
one of the hymnbooks — just like
we did in the past. Save these
dates for the new Sunday Morn-
ing Sing-Alongs:

Sunday, June 19, Sunday
July 31, Sunday, August 28

If successful, the Worship
Committee may recommend

that this special,
optional time for
singing both old
and present-day
hymns be carried into the fall
schedule.

g

You may not have noticed,
but two new microphones were
installed at the lectern and pul-
pit to enhance the sound quality
in our sanctuary just in time for
Easter. A new sound equalizer
was also purchased that will
help everyone better distinguish
sounds and minimize back-
ground noise. Many thanks to
Karen Bass, Joel Keyes, and all
those involved with the Sound,
Video and Radio ministries who
each week make sure our wor-
ship services are broadcast on
radio and are available on CD
and video. ¢

Little Church in the Pines News, Island Park

COMMUNITY—
FEANITH

Please bring your family and friends and plan to join us for our 70t Reunion Celebration on July 31 ,
starting with an open house from 4:00 8 5:00 p.m. followed by a potluck dinner. It will be an afternoon of his-
tory and stories by local and visiting people. Plans for the afternoon include guest appearances from previous
pastors including the Rev. Don Wisner, who was here several summers in the 1980’s and more recently Pastor
Ben Moor.

We are still working to collect our history and we ask you to help us fill in with any of your stories or offi-
cial happenings at the church. Joyce Johnson has appreciated hearing from some of you, but still could use
more help in compiling this history. Her contact information is P.O. Box 512, Island Park, Id 83429,
loj@ida.net or 208-525-5189.

Beginning on May 29, our church service moves to 10:00 a.m. The Rev. Nancy Overgaard will be the sum-
mer pastor and will kick off the summer season on the 29th, Our services are informal and if you're in the area
fishing, hiking or just basking in the beauty of Island Park, won’t you join us?

Mark Your Calendar and Please Join Us!
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Youth Corner
Rev.Tom Wylie

Summer is upon us, and both
the A.F.T.E.R.S. and T.H.U.G.S.
youth groups are gearing up for
a season of Christian service
and fun!

Summer Visiting Youth

FPC Youth will travel to
Dallas, July 16th-24th to partici-
pate in First Presbyterian, Dal-
las’ Summer Visiting Youth pro-
gram. This program offers youth
groups from around the country
a week of “urban reality” servmg
meals to the homeless
and working
with children
who live in or
near down- (X
town shelters. \I h
In the morn-
ing, we will volunteer at Trlp
Dallas agencies that serve do-
mestic violence victims, senior
citizens and other at-risk
groups. Partnering with the
youth group from First Presby-
terian Church in Duncanville,
Texas, we hope to gain a greater
understanding of God’s calling
during this week of mission
work and Christian fellowship.
Please pray for our young people
and their adult sponsors as they
travel and learn more about the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

More Summer Fun

In addition to the Dallas
trip, FPC Youth have more fun
activities in store this summer.
We won’t meet weekly during
the summer months, but will
instead have outings each
month, including rock climbing,
bowling, and a Chukars game!
Check your email, weekly

church bulletins or
this summer contact Tom or the
church office during the summer
for more details.

Youth Advisory Board

The Youth Advisory Board is
comprised of First Presbyterian
parents and interested adults
and meets in the Big Room on
the third floor at 3pm on the
first Sunday of the month. Our
next meeting will be on June 5th,
For more information, please
contact the church office or Tom
Wylie; twylie@fpcidahofalls.org
or 208.881.6144.

AF.T.E.R.S. il A Few Teenagers
Experiencing Real Salvation—
Jr. High Youth

T.HU.G.S. i True Heroes Under
God’s Son—Sr. High Youth

Congregatlonal BBQ,
Fal ascods | pl
following church service|at

Chapel in the Pines,

Island Park, galy 3.

oton is

tter
% August 15

DEADLINE
for the
September 2011
issue of
First Reflections

Please send articles, activity
schedules and general church news
and updates to this email address:
Kay Jensen, at
kajensen@cableone.net

an

Eric Bass
Cody Bramlette
Casey Burnham

Darby Cowley
Kristal Jaramillo
Taylor Kellogg
Chris Kotansky
Austin Kutsche
Myles Marshbank
Hannah Maus
Rex Schlosser

Our Congratulations to all!

College Graduates

Bonnie Magnuson
BA in French & International
Relations / BS in Economics
University of Idaho

Braxton Kellogg
BA in History
University of Washington

Shannon Stompro
MA of Socia Work
U%lversmy o? ontaria

Thomas Behrens
BA in Anthropology
University of Idaho

d

Church Office
Phone: 523 -0501

E-mail: Idfpc@fpcidahofalls.org

Pastor Dennis Falasco

Associate Pastor Thomas Wylie

Organist Blake Howard
Secretary Rena Pedersen
Sexton Kelly P’Pool
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